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x. A slowing down in the rate of businéss cxpansion in New South 
Wales during the first seven months of 1956 is indicated by the trends 
in statistics of employment, monsy volume and turnover, transport 

and trade. Production in such basic industrics as coal, electricity, 
and. steel has been maintained at or near record levels but demand 

for many types of manufactured goods has not remained 1s strong 2s 
last year. Unfavourable Wea thes conditions, tightening of credit 

and growing scarcity of some imported materials may have beer 

factors in retarding business activity in recent months. 


New South Wales wool production in 1955-56 is estimated to have 
rezched a record figure and dairy output was also the highest since 
before the war. However, excessive rains during autumn and winter 
have adversely affected stock and pastures in many districts and 

reated very unfavourable conditions for tho scwing nd growth of 
cereal crops. 
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EMPLOYMENT — Now South Wales (See also graph p. 87) 
(the d data in this section exclude rural workers, women in private 
domestic service, defence forces and national servicomon. 1956 


figures are subject to revision). 


: The general upward trend in employment of recent years slowed 
down early in 1956. Private euployment reached a peak of 829,100 


in April-and May and then fell to 827,100 in June. Government cmploy- 
ment, mainly in Construction, Transport and Services, continued to 

rise slowly, but total omploynent in June 1956 was 1,300 (800 men and 
500 women) below the siay figure. Factory survey figures for July 
indicate a furthor declinse in that industry, and Comnonwoalth Enploy- 
ment Service statistics confirm the easing trend in labour domand. 
Recorded employment in June 1956 was 16300 or 13% higher than in 
June 1955, as compared with rises of about 33% between June 1954 and 
1955 and June 1953 and 1954. 
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The principal employment chonges during June were a decline of 
800 to 391,600 in factorics and cf 1,100 to 164,600 in wholes2le and 
retail trade, the latter movement being lergely of 2 seasonal character. 
Continuous riscs in recent months have raisec phe employment total in 
the Building and Construction group abcve the 952 peak of 78,100. 
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Commonwealth Employment Servico statistics for New South Weles show ti 
the. decline of recent months in the number of unfilled vacrncies 
continued in July 1956 when the total of 11, 300 (8,000 men 2nd 3, 300 
women) was only about one-half of the 1955 average. The number of 
unemployed applicants for jobs rose from 11,000 persons in June 1956 

to 12,300 (7,400 mon and 4,900 women) in July, eo is about double 

the 1955 average. A fall during July of 1,800 to 4,000 in the number 
of applicants in jobs seeking 2 change in employme ee was Jue mainly to 
the cancellation of labour requirements on 2 large project for which 
men employed elsewhere in the district had re eae, Generally the 
excess of registered applicants over unfilled vacancies is greater 
outside the metropolitan area than in Sydney, and for women in part- 
icular employment opportunities in country areas have for some time 

been insufficient. The number of persons in receipt of unemployment 
benefits in New South Wales rose from 2,300 at the a Oi dune 1956 

to 3,100 (2,200 men and 900 women) in July, as compared with from 600 to 
1,300 eee ons 1955. 
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June 11,000 | Byeo | 16,800 | 12,900 I 2,300 

ee wuly Wane so 450 Peg 3000. Oh nf 11, 300 3,100 eae 
SEE wnts Unplaced _ Vi: sUntilicd Ea 
Moe 6, July fon | Wonon Stone. Total | 
Metropolitan .rea 35900 1 9,400 7,600 
Otimy N.S.W. & 4.C.T. Qs 3000) ti 000) 1 39100. 
i 9 1 6,900 | 16,300 | 8,000 | 3,300 | 11,300 | 


an employment survey of larger jose factories in 


New South Wales (by the Department of Labour 
and the Commonwealth Statistician) shows a gradual decline from a peak 
of 198,600 persons in Februsry 1956 to 194,300 in July, due p 
s one fall in the employment of food factories, and more recently te 

a slackening in the “notory, eae and clothing trades. This was only 
partly cffset by some firms in the metal and other industries taking 
advantage of the greater Sanity Of Mabouz. Recoried employment 


in July 1956 was 500 men and 800 women less than a year earlier. 


iaR PRIVATE F..CTORIE 


A 


val i aeulsy 


wie —) ttheusand Pors ons 
eye July 15 


ies EMPLOY NT IN 
Industrial Group 
Building Materials 
Basic Metals 
Transport Equipment 
Other Metal Mfrs. 
Chemical Products 
Clothing & Textiles 
Food, Drink & Tobacco 
Other Industries 
io % a 1? Men 
Women 
Persons 
excl.Food etc. 


June 


Ges VEE) 


45.8 eee 45.4 | 45.3 _ 
196.8 ae ee 194.3 


GAS AND ELECTRICITY = New South Wales (See alsc graph p. 8 ye 


Gas and electricity production in New South Wales reiched new 
record levels in the ycar ended June 1956. Gas producticn rose from 
21, 363m. cub.ft.in 1954-55 to 21,944 m.cub. ft. in 1955-56 and is now 
more than twice the pre-war rate of output. ae etricity generation 

> fh rf s y about and 2 | q 
rose by 8% to 6,497 m.kWh. in 1955-56, that is about thrce and a half 


times the pre-war figure. Power from esr cag stitions gained 
increased importance in 1955-56 and contributed about 7j> of ne total, 
as against 25 4, in 1954-55. The combined g2s 2nd electricity consumption 


index for the Sydney area, on tne base of 1936/7 - 1938/9 = TOO rose from 
Epp in 1954 to 267 in 1955-56 and had reached 281 by June 1956. 
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COAL PRODUCTION - Now South Wulcos and australia (See also graph p. 68) 


Black Coal production in the main Australian producer States in 


1955-56 was ‘slightly below last year's level, and the sustrolion total 

of 18.8m. tons compares with 19.3m. tons in 1954-55 and 1s 53-546 The 
recuction was confined to open cuts, and undereround - procuction of 

about 16.7m. tons in 1955-56 was a record. New South Wales has pro- 


duced about 77% of the Australian total in recent years as Goulet with 
83% in 1936-39. Australian coal exports in 1955-556 totalle 1 about 
200,000 tons (300,000 tons in 1954-55). sascha Son. production in 

Victoria continued to expand and reachea the record - figure of 10.4m. tons 


in 1955-56. 


COL PRODUCTION = AUSTRALIA — in thousand tons. 


| Year ended June Average 1937-39 : 1953 t 1954 955 is 956 (0) 
[es eee RT AR Ae RTP SS Se TB SEI PRD FE SE cl Eh A i pi Se eee ae Sees 


is} la 
New South Wales 1052713 
Queensl 2nd nip bey.) 
Western australia 
Vectors 
Tosmania 
South — 


ne 


amnion 


7) 14,554 
2,659 


a ee: SS 


4 Oy cae Be 


' 
7 : eet 
i _ 9,668 AO 81510 
| Victoria Silas Ve 7 FOOD Se eee tO BO ere 
(3) Pra Spacsically Abit atunojal underground workings (b) Subject to revision. 


ow South Wales cozl production in the first four months of 195 
7 : Si 3. = an, . pe. 

was oone Dio less ae in the corresponaing period of 1955 but 2t bas 

Since increased to the comparativcly high rate of over 300,000 tons a 


week. Production for the first 32 wocks of the year was Cine tons in 
1956, as against 8.5m. tons in 1955 and @.9m. tons in 1954. The 
decrease was mainly in oven-cut production. 
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of pig iron and 2.33m. tons of ingot steel were about 8% above the ; 
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previous peak of 1954-55. About oe, of steel and a little over 50% 
plant ; 56 sand 
of the pig iron output came from the Port Kembla plants in 1955-56 and 
the balance from Newcastle. Stcel Se ece has now reached double 


the ee pre-war rate. 
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Oversea export tonnage of 1.5m. tons in 1955- 56 was the heaviest Ose Sule 
years because of the comparatively Ligh level cf exports of wool 
(500,000 tons) and wheat and flour (440,000 
SHIFPING CARGO PORT OF ons. 
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Net tonnage of ships entering the Port of Sydney in 1955-56, 
9.5m. tons, was a little below the post-war record figure of 9.7m. tons 
in 1954-55. For Newcastle it was 3.8m. tons (3.5m. tons in 1954-55) , 


for Port Kembla 1.8m. tons ae tons) and for Botany Bay 600,000 tons 
(200,000 tons). 


MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS = Now-South Wales (see also graph p. 88). 


New car registrations in New South Wales were at the record 
rate of over r 5, 600 a month in August and September 1955; they began to 
decline a little, relative to 1955, in March quarter 1956, and even more 
So in June quarter when increased sales tax rates (in force from 15th March) 
became effective. average monthily registrations were 4,000 in the first 
half of 1956, as compared with 4,800 and 5,200 in the first 2nd second 


halves of 1955. The total number of cars on the State register rose from 
about 437,400 in June 1955 to 478,800 in June 1956, an increase of 

pi 4 0 : . 
41,400, equal to 74,0 (1954-553 80.2) of new registrations. This indicates 


that on balance } about one old car was deregistered for every three 

(in 1954 -55, four) new cars registered. In 1939 there was one car per 13 
; c 4 

of the State population, in 1955 eno per 8 and in 1956 one per Tz. 


Registrations of new ees srcinl vehicles (lorries, utilities and 

vans) : rae eased a little in th ; half of "19563 in June quarter they 

were it the monthly rate of 2,050, 23 compared with 2,200 in June quarter 

TOES 6 The incre rse in the total cof commercial Pearle registered 

ws was little more than one-half of new reg- 
omparatively heavy scrappage of old vehicles. 
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O 


during the past three J 
istrations, which sugge 
New registrations of tr: 
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to falls it was 37,000 at the end of Tae 1956, as against 47,500 four 
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MOTOR VSHICL3S = New South Walos 
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“LGHS AND GARNINGS - New South Wale 


ifter being fairly steady in 1954 wages and earnings she up 
Steadily in 1955 and the first half of 1956. The basic wage rate for 
men in Sydney (State awaris), which had been tised “at S12, sr OMe 
from September 1953 to Nevember 1955, rose to £12.16. O in may and 
eid. 3. © in August 1956 (£9. 17. 0 for women). The nominal wage 


oe for men which is based on award rates, with the three years 

ded June 1939 = 100, advanced from 333 in June and September quarter 
fo: 55 ve 344 in March quarter and 349 in June quarter 1956. Average 
jy wage earnings per male unit employed in this State, which in- 
cludes overtime ani bonus payments etc., and sslaries as well as wages, 
rose by £1. 5. 6 to £17.13. O betweon June quarter 1954 and 1955 ana then 
by 18/6 to reach £18. 11. 6 in June quarter 1956; the lesser rise in 
the 1955-56 period may be due partly to less overtime and smaller 
above-award payments 
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4 comparison of prcportions.. changes-in the different series shows 
that while in 1954-55 earnings mite the largest gains the increase 
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in 1955-56 was 5 for all the series shown. 
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INDUSTRINL DISHUTES = New South Wales. 


Dispute losses in New South Wa minos in the first jaaalae @ab 


1956 totalled about 97,000 man-working day as against 80,000 in 
= z) . 2 o} 
January-June 1955. They included a one-day stoppage by all miners 


about 11,300) in protest against general Sonn Geen. in the industry, and 
series of sympathy strikes about the closing of the Bellbird Mine and 


changed organisation at Hlrington. Dispute losses in other industrics, 
totalling 358,000 man-working days in the half year, were comparatively 
heavy. Nearly one-half of that time was lost on the waterfront, mainly 
in protest against ieee and margins. A dispute over an award threw 


about 1,100 mon idle at « Newcastle steol-works for three months, and 
a number of other major disputes occurred in the metal trades over 
disniss als and wages, in road transport over one-man buses and in wool 
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PART II: FINANC@ AND TRAD. 


BANKING — G3NZRAL 

Gilajor sources and uses of bank funds, as summarized below, do not quite 
balance because of omissions on both fnect partial estimations and 
divergencies in the bases used. The figures are intended only to 
illustrate trends. "Yolume of Money" as shown in the first table, and 

as items (4) and (5) of the second table, follows the definition used in 
Commonwealth Bank publications. The tables have been revised since their 
previous publication in the Digest). 


Money volume (defined here as notes and coin and non-Government 
trading and savings bank deposits) is influenced by the rate of economic 
activity and growth as well as by price fluctuations. The upward trend 
in money volume of 1953 and 1954 slowed down gradually during 1955 and 
the first half of 1956. The usual seasonal peak was reached in March 
1956 with £2,986m. but the subsequent decline to 22,930m. in June 
was comparatively ante eee left the total only Lp above the corresponding 
1955 figure. This increese is well below the rise in price levels over 
the year. 


| Sept. 4 Jec. | yee _March _ { June 
ets mes he a a ee oe 
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— VOLUME OF MONBZY = AUSTRALIA. (Items (4) a and (5) 0! of next table). _ 
| : _{{ Sept.+ Doc. f March 4 June 


Percent. Rise over Year 


i552 ee eee aes 7426 “15% 4 11% 3 - 2% 
1952-53 25380 $2,511 | 2,662 | 2,642 ||- 22 | - 1% iy, 9% 
1953-54 Pe eny| 2,760 | 2,850 2Giae, <de4 10% Tie 1% 
1954-55 2,789 2,877 | 2,933 | 2,893 || 6% | 4% 3% 374 
1955-56 | 2,870 2,970 | 986 | 2,930 |; 33 3% | 2% | 1% 


australia's intern. stional reserves are estimated to have fallen by 
£78m. to £350m. in the year ar 1955-5 56. This outflow of funds was offset 
by the purchase of Government securiti by the Central Bank (mainly in 
the first half of the period) and the savings=banks. Growth of bank loans 
was relatively small and confined/Tortgage type advances by the Rural 
Credits Department of the Commonwealth Bank (from £64m. to £87m. ) and th 
Savings banks, while trading bank advances fell by £19n. (to £972. ) 
over es Year This contrasts with the position in Oe and eee 
when expansion of bank credit played the majo j 
ae of funds. 


Most of the net rise in bank funds in the two years ended June 
1956 went into savings accounts (which in tum sre mostly invested in 


bonds or long-term “Toans.) Trading bank dcposits which remained practicaly 


eee 
unchanged between June 1954 and 1955 fcll by £43m. in 1955-56 but this 
may ee partly due to transfers from current to savings accounts. The 


rise in the note and coin issue has slowed down in recent years, and in 
1955-56 was equivilent to only 2% of total circulation. 
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(2) Bank Advances 23 | 
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i) Central Bank 19} 

(b) Savings Banks on 
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a ot bal fe) 4 to. (3) : wees +54 | 
4) Notes & Coin held by 
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(5) Deposits: (a) S eee 
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prelin. estimates only. Weekly averages for June, except for ( 1) 
sana (5a) at end of June. (2) Including advances to public by cheque- 
vaying banks, savings banks (estim) and Rural Credits Department of Commonweal 
Bank (32, ¢) Sxcluding Government deposits (estim. ) (3a) Including some British 
Securitios also included in (1). (3c, 5b) Cheque-paying banks. (5b) Excluding 
Government and interbank deposits. 
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sccounts at city banks and Central Bank tronsactions. ) 
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Money turnovers in New South Wzles, is indicated by bank 
debits rose seasonally between March and June quarters 1956, but unlike 
earlier years they remained below tho level of the preceding December 
quarter. The increise over the corresponding 1954-55 periods was 
5 in June quarter and TS for tae aoe r ended Junc 1956, compared with 
rises of 95 in 1954-55 over 1953-54 =nd of 133 in 1953-54 over 1952-53. 


ieee. _DEBITS TO ) CUSTOM IRS’ ACCOUNT 3 — Now South Wales = 
1947-48 ; 1953-54 | 1954-55] 1955-56 Percent. Risa; 
Weckly iverage Ha enh ne ne — 1955-56 on 3 
fom a aa | 41954=55. 
a pn Sea rn nn ep ee en = 
September Quarter aka A 159.9 6S S335 5) [ 919 
December Quarter (Ose Die 190.5 2ll.4 Llis 
March Quartcr 66.9 168.5 183.0 190.0 | As 
eee etter sk 16.1 82h 198.9. eh pn 
| ee 8 69.4 nee esos 200.9 | 1 
ae aa ee ee 


ihiJOK PRIVaTS TRDING BuNKS = austr lira (Sco also graph p. 88) 
australian trading bank deposits were probably redused in 

recent months through some transfers to the now private Savings banks 

but even allowing for that the seasonal SecTine W2aS comp oratively severe. 

The fall in total deposits between March and July 1956 totalled £91m. or 

(ce &s compared with decreases of £é3m. and £6lm. in the corresponding 

periods of 1955 and 1954. The fall in current deposits in 1956 was 

£107m. but tais was partly offset by a rise in intercst-bearing deposits. 

Current deposits in July were £45m. and total eee £38m. less than 

a year carlicr, and thoy wers 2lso below tho level of July 1954. Only 


minor fluctuations occurred in bank advences ae recent months. Wwith— 
drawal demands were met mainly by reductions in Special Accounts and 
1A 
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SYDNEY STOCK BxCHL Gn 

The downward tendeacy of recent months in Sydney share prices 
Was halted in July. Improved demand kept quotations at an even level 
througout the second halt of the month and the first weck of sugaist. 
However no gains 2s against June were recoric2 in the series shown below 
eecent L@ ae ao aes finance and insurance shures. The July index 

ar 


in January 1956. 


Compiled by eiteerec Govt. Statistici 
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SaVINGS BuNK DEPOSITS = New South Wales and Justralis. 


The recently established private savines banks have made steady 
progress, and total deposits with them at the end of June 1956, £23n. 
in New South Wales and £44m. in australia, were equivalent to 6% and 


44 respectively of total savings deposits. The Comnmonweslth and 
state Savings Banks lost some deposits in recent months, but this was 
compensated in Junc by interest credits. 


__ SuVINGS a 2NK DEPOSITS — New South Wales and iustralia — & million _ 


| Bnd of ts SET Aa neem Pili aoa 
eth Other stat | Other i11 
Savings Savings | Savings Savings ji 
= se ace __ Banks pce! 
{dune u | f0.7 | 36114 | Meporanes | 
dene OE | S856 36 ee 6 a ee 
[yon me fa3 367. (Ole Se 38519) Fe} LOG ae 
iMay 1956 20.0 | usar 690.7 | 383.0 | 379 ifalalenaen es | 
Gases 1956 | 363.8 1 22.9! 386.7 | 705.9 | 391.7 | 43.5 1 1140.5 


@e, and of June to Gnd of June 

er ee tee ee F . — a ae — ee cert 
, 1953-54 [ + 14.0 Piso | 928.55) + 13.0% ye AtsG al 
Be 1954-59 | + 18.8 + 18.8 pedded ode S|! ee | 
955-56 | + 5.2 | 22,9 pools Tete 1525 | sr dl Ol eA aot) ee ec 


Hor New South Wales the net rise in osits with all savings banks 
; = Ps Fe : 
in 1955-56 of £28m. or 8% was high compared with recent years in which 
it averaged about £20m; it was ee to the new private savings 


banks and interest credits with the Commonwealth Savings Bank. The 
increcse in other States was net so high in eoRe ison, and the excess of 


oe over withdrawals (before interest) of £445m. for .ustralia in 
1955-56 was about the same as in the two preceding years. While the new 
Savings institutions did not lend to an overall increase in the 
dustrcelian rate of savings growth for the year 1955-56, it appears that 
they helped tc maintain the annual rate of 4% (excluding interest) of the 
1953/54-1954 1/55 period which had begun to flag towards the end of the 


year 1955. Recorded interest credits for the year continued to rise and 
amounted to about £7m. in New South Weleos and £22gm. in Australia for the 
year 1955-56. i vise in interest rates of about 10% applied as from 

st April 1955. 


The amount of new 
hss grown steadily during 


g ly through the rise 
in social service credits to savings accounts hale 3 


heir subsequent use, and 
in recent months 2lso through transfcr between Commonwealth and other 
Savings banks. The yearly turnover of savings bank deposits, express sed. 
as the ratio of withdr2wals to total deposits, was about 77% immediately 
Detore and atter the war, risi 1954-55 and 924 in 
New South Wales depositors’ ba June rose from £103 
£108 per head of population (f- FoI Gy age) SU pecs es 
between 1955 sand 1956 but they r ee below the Australian average of 
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eposits and withdrawals in New South Wales 
: 
I 


16 past ten years, pa 


#122 per head of population. 
ea iVINGS B ae a Hes INS) = — SOUTH Wan SS 
Year en-| Now De- ey: Pte) ae ( end of Lodi 
jded June} posits | added Credits| drawals Per Head of ' 
Population ' 
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i fi aL i i a ) 1 Le eee 
1 1939 | 66.6 | 1.6 | 68.2 T ae Sa ee ee 32 | 
| 1952 262.0 4.8 266.0 4 246.7 | 20.1 304.6 191 
et 53 266.0 54 eA fea 25 Tei 14.6 { 319.2 94 | 
} 1954 291.4 6,2 297-5 27609 20.6 339.8 | 99 
955) B2204 6.8 329.2 310.4 18.8 358.6 103 i 
{ 1956 | 366.2x | irees Sy 3564 28a Bi Geet | 108 | 
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Subject to slight revision. 
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SAAT ar ton 1 2 , Stawnac 
RatoatL TRADE = Large Sydney Stores 


The rise in turnover of large city ee slowea down from 473 
Sele 4 
an 1955 over 1954 and in March quarter 19 over 1955 to 1% in May 


1956, and the turnover in June 1956 was area vlly 1% less than a year 
Carlier. Only small rises in stock values were recorded in recent 
months; this may be partly due to c ne restrictions and the effect 
of import cuts, and may be connected with the lag in turnovers. 


AGB SYDNAY STO: ge Changes Compared with Previous Year 
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UBY SOUTH GALES .CCOUNTS 

Increased receipts from t2x reimbursements and stat 
Governmental revenue in July from £8.2m. in 1954 and £8.6m. in 19 
£9o3m. in 1956, but Governmental expenc some ti 
25m, and £6m. to £7m. Incre sed fare 3 
revenue from ae tram and bus services about £800,000 in July 1954 
and 1955 to £1.1.m. in 1956, but they we not reflected in railway 
revenue figures for July 1956 which remained about £400,000 below 1955 
and 1954. Loan expenditure for works was £2.1m. one 1956, 


from Lob Jwils 
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iovenue item 1954 11955 1956 | 1956 
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Other Governmental ats yay Ps elleege) ae 5208 Ba 4 
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} | heep Districts Wheat Districts | Coastal Dairyine 
a pena Districts: eo 
| Wj Total eee eS Tot 
1955-Yoor_ era opstiort 
}1956-J an. 182 ; 6 | 162 oF ps 
fee Heb. 294 362 | 452 | 303 
—llarch 372 iN) |) Spl ng ee 
| =april 192 a ST | 5 
-May Pai L564 24 oy ibs 
~June 161 198 | 24d 160 
ee 191 0! SOEs ee 
Ns TTRALs Woo TERN. 
WOOL 
Preliminary cstimates put suustralian wool 1 _productic2 n sor 22 955-56 
au, wwe record fisure cf 1,399 m. lbs., an increase of 9% oF over the 
previous record eaeouce in 1954-55. Production would probably 
have been somewh>t higher in 1955-55 if shearing hal not been delayed 
in Queensland through an industrial dispute. State details for 1955-56 
wool production are not yet available, but weol store Gelivery statistics 
a that production was close to record levels in all the mainland 
States The heavier wool clip follows the steaty post-war rise in 
australian sheep numbers from 96 mill. in 1946 (after 2 war-time peak of 
125m.) to 131m. in 1955 and about 136m. in 1956, and it is duo partly 
also to the gradual lifting of the average f] Picece weight from about 
Slb. in the sarly 1940's to ; to 91b. in more recent years 
(9.1 lb. estim. for 1955-56 
The quantity cf wool sold at .ustralian centres excceded 4m. 
bales for the first time in 1955-56. Tho number of bales was 9% 
greater, and their weight 10% greater, than in LD 5, and this partly 
compensated for the decrease in average price cf 13}. The total value 
of soles of £334m. for 1955-56 was less than in 1954-55 (£353m. Ns 
1953-54, (£391m.) and 1952-53, (£405m.) but exceeded earlier seasons, 
with the exception of the 1950-51 peak of £636n. 
7 Se ORO ete ie Ogee eee a ee 
- | SHEEP NUMBERS | _ JOOL PRODUC RI DISPOSAL OF WOOL __ bby 
} £4. at : Total i “aust. Sa S) bere aby 33 in Season ere 
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PART IIL: RURAL INDUSTRIZS 


THS SEASON (See also graph p. 87) 


Reintall in most inland areas of the State in July 1956, for 
the seventh month in successicn, w2s well above the scensonal average. 
Extensive flooding oceyrred in the Central and South Western rivem 
floois in the Darling-and Murray river systems caused by earlier rains 
were further geet by falls in July, ati the nee peak which reached 


the Wentworth area caused extensive damage. Continuous rain has led to 
a deterioraticn of pastures and condition of stock, particularly of 
shoep. Weathcr coniitions have been very unfavourable fcr the sowing and 


growth of cereals anil crop yield prospects are considered very poor 
for the coming harvest. 


RithPLLL TNi SOUTH Wiles, “Normal Rainfall" = 100 for exch month | 
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P. Preliminary; 1955-56 sales inci. vuly. 
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New South Wales dairy production throughout most of the year 
ended June ee was maintained at a level above that of recent years, 
and the year's total wholemi milk output (for all purposes) of about 
3355m. gall. was 77 higher than in 1954-55 and the best for twenty 
years. During the ten scasons ended 1941 output exceeded 300m. gall. 
ench year, reaching a peak of 369m. gall. in 1933-34 but subsequently 
production: &scelined. to 254m. gall. in 1946~47 and hes been slow to 
recover since. Most of the additional milk output during the past 
two sersons went into butter factories which in 1955- 56 produced 
Sin, Isis, uk laibheecher This is the highest cutput since 1943-44 but 
ad: well below the level of the 1930'3 when/tégula srly excecded 
LOOm. LpswitAsm, los. in 1933-34). Milk Board deliveries continued 
to rise in 1955-56, reaching the eocete of Tlsm. gall. Wactory cheese 
utput of Tem. lbs. in 1955-56 was the highest since before the war, and 
use of milk for other processed Eee was also higher than in 1954-55 
though less than in some recent yeors. 4s a proportion of total milk 
used in ines state, butter facto s took 513 in 1954-55 and 1955-56 
end the Milk Board 22% and 21% his compares with 76/3 for butter and 9,2 
for the Milk Board in 1938-39. 


HOLE TDK = {= PRODUCTION 2D USE = NEW SOUTH WALES 


Peovae. per Ib. (3 3) Les as equal es 1 1b. (4) Wholemilk supplied to Board 
(5) Used for condensed, concentrated etc. milk. (6) Incl. fresh milk not sold 
through Board end farm-made butter and cheese. 


Estimates of butter, cheese and margarine supplics available to 
consumers in this State are given below; they aro incomple te to the 
extent that they omit certain interstote movements, in particular 
those carried by road and air. The recovery of butter production 
in this State in 1954-55 and 1955-56 reduced ices + requirements mom 
Victoria and Queensland which in some earlisr years were equivalent to 


over one-quarter of total supplies. Oversea exports remained con— 
paratively small in comparison with pre-war ycars. The estimated 


guantity consumed was 95m. lbs. in 1953-54, 97m. ibs. in 1954-55 and 93m. 
lbs. in 1955-56, and the estimated consumption por head of popuiation 
which had been about 28 lbs. in 1953-54 and 1954-55 decreased to 27 lbs. 
in 1955-55. 


Margarine production (Table and Other) asco lle shistorn (onisue 5O)tis Ii, alial 
o 46m. 1b. in 1955-56, and interstate and oversea exports 


recent years 
of margarine eee about 15m. lb. to 1Om. 1b. The quantity available 


a 


fe tA 


for consumption in New South Wales remained near 35m. 1b. in the three 
years but the per capita consumption fell a Lithia, from 10g 1b. to 
10 1b. Cheese production and supply which had fallen appreciably in 


YeveLs : : 5245 
1954-55 recovered in 1955- —-56 when the per head ane on was 231b. as 
gearnss 2 Lb. an’ 1954-55. 


Per head consumption of butter and cheese in recent years has 
been appreciab sae less and margarine consumption a little more than in 
the imm oo @ pre-war pe riod. Factors ee oe Por seee in pees 
comparison eG. ch 
habits, as ell 28 in 
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(1) Wactory and Farm. (2) Sydney arrivals by rail from Queensland and 
Victoria from all States. (4) Mainly factory use for ice oream etc. and 
changes in cool stores stocks. (6) Adjusted for N.S.W. oversea exports 
and. interstate shipments from Sydney. (8) Adjusted for rail imports 
into Sydney from other States, inter-state movements by sea and oversea 
exports. x. Preliminary. 
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